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groveling to Russian dictator Vladimir
Putin at today’s summit in Helsinki.

President Trump, no, no, no. Putin’s
Russia is not a competitor of the
United States. His Russia is a fierce
enemy of liberty in the United States
and globally. Putin seeks every chance
to undermine democratic institutions.
He illegally invaded Ukraine and
gunned down and poisoned freedom
fighters like Boris Nemtsov.

Our European allies are not our foes,
Mr. President. They are our trusted
friends.

How can President Trump ignore the
piercing sacrifice of bloodshed for lib-
erty by thousands, hundreds of thou-
sands of our countrymen and millions
of our allies?

As one of America’s rich sons, he
chose to dodge the draft when his num-
ber came up, and I haven’t been able to
find any veteran from his family.

So I remind my colleagues of Patrick
Henry’s admonition: Give me liberty or
give me death.

With our Constitution as our anchor,
this legislative branch, Article I, must
rise to meet its constitutional obliga-
tions to preserve liberty at all costs,
placing country over party.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————
IN RECOGNITION OF DAN CARSON

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dan Carson from
Norwich, New York, who started an
adaptive baseball program for individ-
uals with physical and intellectual
challenges.

Seven years ago, Dan Carson started
the Baseball Buddies game at the Nor-
wich Little League field behind the
middle school, and now it has grown
into a huge community event.

The program recently hosted its an-
nual game, where about 25 past or
present players from the Norwich Pur-
ple Tornados were paired with special
needs students. For these kids, the
game is about more than baseball. The
players and buddies form lifelong
friendships and learn valuable lessons
from each other.

Most students with special needs do
not have the opportunity to participate
in team sports in high school, but this
game is an exception.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thank-
ing Dan for all his work that he has
done to create a place where, regard-
less of ability, children can participate
in the great American pastime. I know
I speak for everyone when I say, ‘‘Play
ball.”

——
TRADE POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
the time tonight. It is my hope tonight
that we will have a discussion in our
country and in this historic Chamber
on trade policy. I am delighted that
two of my good colleagues have joined
me to carry on this discussion.

A key tenet of international eco-
nomic policy for the Trump adminis-
tration has been to improve U.S. bilat-
eral and multilateral trade arrange-
ments with an eye toward enforcing
reciprocity with our trading partners
as it relates to tariff levels and the
elimination of nontariff barriers. The
goal: to simply achieve more market
access for American goods and services.

Mr. Trump recognized this, cam-
paigned on free and fair trade, and rou-
tinely emphasizes the importance of
reciprocity between trading partners.
He has stated that he prefers bilateral
arrangements over multilateral ar-
rangements by indicating that he did
not want to pursue the Transpacific
Partnership or the Transatlantic Trade
and Investment Partnership, one with
Asia partners and one with the EU.

While it is true that bilateral trea-
ties are easier to negotiate and ac-
quire, select multilateral arrange-
ments can achieve broad geopolitical
and geo-economic strategic objectives.

In the case of TPP, it could, poten-
tially, significantly leverage the eco-
nomic clout of China in Southeast Asia
and obviously link longstanding free
trade partners across the transatlantic
region with the TTIP.

President Trump has also initiated
the effort to improve the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA,
among the United States, Mexico, and
Canada. He has called this agreement
one of the worst ever, but has offered
concrete ways to improve it and mod-
ernize it for current conditions in Mex-
ico, Canada, and the United States. No
doubt, these are, in fact, significantly
different than back in 1992 when the
NAFTA agreement was arranged.

This work continues in earnest, and I
am pleased that the administration has
made significant strides in improving
NAFTA between Canada and Mexico
over the past year, something that I
think is very important in my home
State of Arkansas, where Mexico and
Canada are absolutely the largest trad-
ing partners that our companies and
farmers have in my home State.

President Trump’s objectives of
changing the mercantilistic trade poli-
cies of China have proven more chal-
lenging. Tonight, we will talk about
the President’s strategy, because we
want the United States to have an op-
portunity in China. We want a more
open China trading process. We want
more goods and services made in Amer-
ica sold in China.

But over the last 3 decades, China
has developed into one of the world’s
largest and fastest growing economies,
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but also one of the world’s largest pro-
tectionist economies, putting up bar-
riers to American goods and services in
both tariff matters and in nontariff
ways.

O 1930

We are going to talk about that to-
night, and I would like to start by
talking about that with my friend from
Ohio. What is interesting is that this
strategy of getting at a more open
China, ending a more mercantilistic
trading policy with China has taken a
couple courses of action: one, the
President has imposed section 301
under the Trade Act of 1974, going after
China’s intellectual property theft in
the U.S., their ability to compel U.S.
companies or companies from the Eu-
ropean Union to give up their intellec-
tual property in order to do business in
China, clearly a violation. And so the
President has proposed a 301 investiga-
tion and tariffs related to that.

He has also imposed tariffs under the
1962 act for national security purposes
across the board on steel and alu-
minum—all countries, all products.
And that is very challenging, Mr.
Speaker, because, if the real issue is
getting at China, the world’s largest
subsidizer and dumper of steel and alu-
minum, this may not be the most suc-
cessful strategy to accomplish. That
could, in fact, be a distraction from our
ultimate objective in opening China.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON), my friend,
so that we can have his perspective on
tariffs and trade and how we can im-
prove and be more successful in getting
the outcomes that we want.

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Speaker, prior
to coming to Congress 2 years ago, I
spent 15 years building manufacturing
companies. I have been personally on
the receiving end of bad trade policy
and bad trade practices. So, in 2016,
when President—then candidate, now
President—Trump talked about mak-
ing America great again by dealing
with bad trade deals and bad trade
practices, frankly, he energized me and
many other people in my industry, in
the manufacturing sector, and, indeed,
all across the country because America
has lived with bad consequences of bad
trade deals.

In fact, America has built its history
on trade. Truly, economic liberty is as
much a part of America’s history as re-
ligious liberty and other forms of lib-
erty. We were the world’s largest trad-
ing country. We are a great trading
power in every way you can measure it.
We do have trade deficits with some
countries, but we have to pay attention
to the right metrics.

So when we talk about bad trade
practices and bad trade policies, we
talk about, to use an analogy, watch-
ing basketball. Think how the sport
would change if there were no fouls
called and no one could shoot free
throws. These are the kinds of things
that happened with the WTO. Eventu-
ally, after, sometimes, years of filing a
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